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The F-22 continues to encounter bumps in its first air expeditionary force deployment to Okinawa. 
The 12 aircraft from Langley AFB, Va., spent an unscheduled week at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, after 
the leading four had to abort the trip's last leg. As the Raptors reached the International Date Line, 
the navigation computers locked up so the aircraft returned to Hickam until a software patch was 
readied. "Apparently we had built an aircraft for the Western Hemisphere only," says a senior U.S. 
Air Force official. When the F-22s arrived at Kadena AB, Okinawa, some Japanese citizens held a 
protest against the aircraft's noise. 

 
 


