US Postal Laws &
Regulations

Brought to you by the US Postal Bulletins Consortium
Year: 1887

Post roads

T H E

. POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

COMPILED REVISED AND PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED MARCH 30, 1886,

! WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICJE,
1887,



http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf

Table Of Contents

Click here to view the entire PDF Document

Accounting forms (9 pages)
Accounts, postmaster (10 pages)
Advertised (3 pages)

Annual reports (4 pages)

Audits (7 pages)

Backstamping (1 page)

Bad order (1 page)

Blanks (3 pages)

Boxes (2 pages)

Canada (1 page)

Cards (7 pages)

Carriers (15 pages)

Clerks (4 pages)

Commercial papers (2 pages)
Contracts (3 pages)

Corner cards (7 pages)

Crimes. postal (16 pages)

Dead letter office (15 pages)
Delivery of mail (16 pages)
Difficiency in address suplied (1 page)
Domestic mail matter (27 pages)
Drop letters (3 pages)

Exchange offices (-8 pages)
Expenditures (9 pages)

Eictitious (2 pages)

Einances (32 pages)

Eirst-class mail matter (5 pages)
Foreign mails (34 pages)

Forms (3 pages)

Eorwarding (5 pages)
Eourth-class mail (4 pages)
Eranking privilege (2 pages)
Eraudulent (3 pages)

Eree matter (9 pages)

Held for postage (3 pages)

Hotel matter (1 page)

Incoming mail (22 pages)

Index (71 pages)

Inquiries (2 pages)

Irrelative duties (5 pages)
Lotteries (3 pages)

Mail delivery (6 pages)

Mail in transit (9 pages)

Mail matter (67 pages)

Mail messenger service (2 pages)
Mexico (2 pages)

Misdirected (3 pages)

Missent mail (1 page)

Money orders (6 pages)

Money orders, domestic (45 pages)
Money orders. international/foreign (20 pages)
Newspaper stamps (2 pages)
Obscene (4 pages)

Pages
504-512

107-116

244-245, 250
62-65

116-122

232

223

204-206

213-214

171

29, 86-88, 246-248
104-105, 259-271
216-219

167-168

58-60

29, 86-88, 246-248
487-502

27-28, 81, 182-186, 226, 242-243, 248-251
236-241, 387-396
251

135-161

136-138

254-245

99-107

241, 250

44-75

135-138, 219
26-27, 161-182, 254-259, 324-327
204-206
235-236, 281, 390, 405
153-156

175-176

159, 396-397
174-182

158, 230, 251

250

231-252

527-597

399-400

76-80

158-159, 230
236-241

23-31

219-285

303-304

172-173

158, 224, 230

230
25-26, 82, 122-124
423-448, 467-485
448-467

86, 90

158-160, 230


http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887 PL & R final.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1798.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1799.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1800.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1801.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1802.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1803.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1804.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1805.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1806.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1807.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1808.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1809.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1810.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1811.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1812.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1813.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1814.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1815.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1816.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1817.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1818.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1819.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1821.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1820.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1822.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1823.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1824.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1825.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1826.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1827.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1828.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1829.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1830.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1831.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1832.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1833.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1834.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1835.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1836.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1837.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1838.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1839.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1840.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1841.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1842.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1843.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1844.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1845.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1846.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1847.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1848.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1849.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1850.pdf

Official matter (-167 pages)
Organization (36 pages)

Out of mails (5 pages)

Outgoing mail (8 pages)

Penalties (9 pages)

Penalty envelopes (3 pages)
Periodical stamps (1 page)

Post offices (10 pages)

Post roads (3 pages)

Postage due stamps (2 pages)
Postal cards (5 pages)

Postal notes (9 pages)

Poste restante (1 page)
Postmarking (1 page)

Postmasters (25 pages)

Printed matter (2 pages)

Printing (3 pages)

Railway mail service (46 pages)
Rates. fees (10 pages)

Receiving offices (22 pages)
Refused mail (3 pages)
Registration. domestic mail (44 pages)
Registration. foreign mail (8 pages)
Request matter (3 pages)

Return receipt (3 pages)

Returned for better direction (1 page)
Returned mail (2 pages)
Revenues POD (19 pages)

Safety of the mails (10 pages)
Sailers' letters (2 pages)

Samples of merchandise (2 pages)
Second-class mail (16 pages)
Ship letters (3 pages)

Soldiers' letters (2 pages)

Special delivery service (12 pages)
Special delivery stamps (2 pages)
Special request envelopes (3 pages)
Stamped envelopes (7 pages)
Stamps (14 pages)

Star routes (4 pages)

Statutes. index to (-489 pages)
Steamboat (-923 pages)

Table of contents (2 pages)
Third-class mail (4 pages)

Transit mail (2 pages)
Transportation of the mails (56 pages)
Unclaimed mail (4 pages)
Underpaid mail (5 pages)
Universal Postal Union (4 pages)
Unmailable matter (12 pages)
Unpaid mail (4 pages)

Weather reports (1 page)
Withdrawal of mail (4 pages)
Women (1 page)

176-8
9-44

288-292

228-230, 376-380
125-133

176-178

90

187-188, 210-216, 220
293-295

91, 234
83-84, 137, 167, 247
477-485

404

223-223

188-212

167-168

67-69

21-22, 105-107, 295-303, 343-371, 419-421
136-137, 150-151, 156, 170-173, 374
231-252

247, 398-399

29, 373-401, 408-421
401-408

246-248

377-378, 403

230

397-398

81-99

333-342

136-137

167, 169
138-150, 242, 247-248
327-329

136-137

271-282

29, 91

86-88

83-89

82-92, 122-124
220-221, 305-306
515-25

305-6, 317-8, 327-9
7.8

150-153

230-231

287-342

246-247, 249-250
232-235, 391

162-165

158-161, 170-172, 224-226, 243-244
224, 233-234, 391
221

226-228, 297

33


http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1851.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1852.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1854.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1853.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1855.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1856.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1857.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1859.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1864.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1861.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1862.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1863.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1865.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1858.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1860.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1866.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1867.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1868.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1869.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1870.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1871.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1872.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1873.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1874.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1875.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1877.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1876.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1878.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1879.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1880.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1881.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1882.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1883.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1884.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1885.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1886.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1887.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1889.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1888.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1890.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1891.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1892.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1893.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1894.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1895.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1896.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1897.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1900.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1898.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1899.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1901.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1902.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1903.pdf
http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/pdf/PLandR_/1887/1904.pdf

J—

TITLE V—TRANSPORTATION OF THE MAILS. 293

Itis a criminal off ense to obstruct a mail frain, although those guilty are willing to
permit the passage of the mail car alone. (U. §.v. Clark, 13 Philadelphia, 476.)

Sec. 726. Delaying Mail at a Ferry; Penalty.—Any ferryman who shall
delay the passage of the mail by willful neglect or refusal to transport
the same across any ferry shall, for every ten minutes such mail may be
so delayed, be liable to a penalty of ten dollars. (R. S., § 3996.)

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREEL.

OF POST ROADS; AND GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ISTABLISHING
MAIL CARRIAGE.

Sec. 727. What are Post Roads.—The following are established post
roads:

All the waters of the United States, during the time the mail is carried
thereon.

All railroads or parts of railroads which are now or hereafter may be
in operation. :

All canals, during the time the mail is carried thereon.

All plank roads, during the time the mail is carried thereon.

The road on which the mail is carried to supply any court house which
may be without a mail, and the road on which the mailis carried under
contract made by the Postmaster-General for exten ding the line of posts
to supply mails to post-offices not on any established route, during the
time such mail is carried thereon.

All letter-carrier routes established in any city or town for the collec-
tion and delivery of mail matters. (R. S., § 3964.)

That all public roads and highways while kept up and maintained as
such are hereby declared to be post routes. (Act of March 1, 1884, 23
Stats., 3.)

NoTE.—As required by the act of June 20, 1874 (18 Stats., § 3, 113), all statutes
relating to post roads passed prior to December 1, 1873, were printed in the volume
of ‘“Revised Statutes relating to District of Columbia, Post Roads, and Public Treat-
ies.” The several acts specially establishing post roads since that date are to be
found in 18 Stats.,7,256,486; 19 Stats., 12,319, 336; 20 Stats., 15, 427; 21 Stats.,'12, 92,
353; 22 Stats., 14, 350,572 ; 23 Stats., 15,427,

“The policy of extending the lines of post roads on all railroads and navigable
waters was to require, under a penalty, all boats and railroad c¢a rs to deposit in post
offices all letters which they may carry, so that the postage may be charged. It
gives to the (o vernment no rights on those lines of communication, except where
the mail may Qe carried under a contract, which, if obstructed, sub jects the offender
to prosecution, It gives the Government no other interest in or control over the
road. The raiiroad may be changed at the will of the proprietors, and the mail wilk
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not be carried in the cars, except by contract, for which a compensation is paid.”
(Penn v. Wheeling, §c., Bridge Co., 18 How., 441.)

The term “ post road” ordinarily signifies a highway by land or water, made by
statute an avenuo over which mails may bo lawfully transm itted. The term *‘post
route” ordinarily signifies a post road or definite porti on thereof, over which the mails
are usually transported by contract. (Railwey Mail Service Cases, 13 Ct. Claims R.,
1993 United States v. Kochersperger, 9 Am. Law Reg., 145.)

Sec. 728. Belecting Post Roads.—When there is more than one road be-
tween places designated by law for a post- road, the Postmaster-General
may direct which shall be considered the post road. (R. S., § 3972.)

See, 729, When Terminug of Fost Roads may be Changed.—The Postmas-
ter-General may changse the terminug of post roads connecting with or
intersecting railways when the serviee can be thereby improved. (R.
S., § 3973.)

Sec. 730. All Court Houses to be Supplied with Mail—The Postmaster-
General shall cause a mail to be carried from the nearest post-office on
any established postroad tothecourt house of any countyin the Unifed
States, whieh is without a mail. (R. S., § 3966.)

Sec. 731. Service may be Established on Post Roads.-—The Postmaster
General shall provide for carrying the mail on all post roads established
by law, as often as he, having due regard to produc tiveness and other
circumstances, may think proper. (R. 8., § 3985.)

Sec. 732, Authority to Establish Post Reads.—The Postmaster-General
may, when he deems it advisable, contrac t for the transportation of the
mails to and from any post-office; but where such service is performed
over a route not established by law, he shall report the same to Con-
gress ab its meeting next thereafter, and such service shall eease at the
end of the next session of Congress, unless such route is established a
post route by Congress. (RB.S., § 3975.)

See. 733. Extending Mail Facilities to Special Post-Qfices.—The Pogtmas-
ter-General may enter into contracts for extending the line of posts to
supply mails to post-offices not on any established route, and, as a com-
pensation for carrying the mail under such contracts, may allow not
exceeding two-thirds of the salary paid to the postmaster at such spe-
cial offices. (B, S.,§ 397L.)

See. 734, Carrying the Mall on Canals.—The Postmaster-General may
contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the several
States, when, in his opinion, the public interest or convenience requires
it. (B. 8., § 3967.)

Sec. 735. Carrying the Mail on Flank Toads.—The Postmaster-General
may contract for carrying the mail on any plank read in the United
States, when the public interest or ¢ onvenience requires it. (R. S., §
3968.)



TITLE V—TRANSPORTATICN OF THE MAILS. 295

Sec. 736. Carrying the Mail on Waters of the United States.-—The Post-
master-General may cause the mail to be carried in any steamboat or
other vessel used as a packet on any of the waters of the United States.
(R. 8., § 3969.)

Sec. 737. Inland and Foreign Steambeat Mail Service.—The Postmaster-
General is authorized to contract for inland and fereign steamboat mail

gervice, when it can be combined in one route, where the foreign office
or offices are not more than two hundred mileg distant from the domes-

tic office, on the same terms and conditions as inland steamboat service,
and pay for the same out of the appropriation for inland steamboat serv-
ice. (Act of March 3, 1885, 23 Stats., 336.)

Note.—This clause gives a continuing authority amending the general law. (Opin.
of Att'y-Gen., May 27, 1886.)

Sec. 738, Preference Given to Letters over other Mail Matter.—When the
amount of mail matter to be carried on any mail route is so great as to
seriously retard the progress or endanger the security of the letter mail,
or materially increase the cost of carriage at the ordinary rate of speed,
the Postmaster-General may provide for the separate carriage of the
letter mail, at the usual rate of speed; but the other mail matter shall
not be delayed any more than is absolutely necessary, having due regard
to the cost of expedition and the means at his disposal for effecting the
same. (R.S.,§3994.)

Sec. 739, Discontinuing Service on Post Roads.—Whenever, in the opinion
of the Postmaster-General, the postal service cannot be safely continued,
the revenues collected, or the laws maintained on any post road, he may
discontinue the service on such road or any part thereof until the same
can be safely restored. (R. S.,§3974.)

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR.
OF TRANSPORTATION BY RAILROADS.

Sec. 740. Postmaster-General o Decide what Trains shall Carry the Mail.—
The Postmaster-General ghall, in all cases, decide upon what trains and
in what manner the mails shall be conveyed. (Act of March 3, 1879,
§ 3, 20 Stats., 358.)

Sec. 741, May Contract for Without Advertising.——The Postmaster-Gen-
eral may enter into contracts for carrying the mail, with railway com-
panies, without advertising for bids therefor. (R. 8., § 3942.)

Norr.—The Post-Office regulations establishing contract sections relate to the whole
mail servies, They do not compel the Postmaster-General to make time contracts
with railway companies, nor prevent him from accepting services which may be de-
termined at will by either party. (. B. Co. v. The United Staics, 21 Ct. Claims R., 155.)






